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Medical  Officer  s Annual  Report 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE  BlAYDON  UrBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Thirty-second  Annual  Report, 
containing  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1937  compared  with  those 
of  the  last  quinquennium,  and  details  of  measures  taken  to  pro- 
mote public  health  in  your  sanitary  area. 

Area. — During  last  year  no  further  alteration  occurred  in  our 
boundaries,  the  reduction  during  1936  of  67  acres  and  six  houses 
leaving  our  acreage  of  9,247  (inclusive  of  water)  with  a population 
density  of  3-37  persons  per  acre. 

Population. — The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  mid-year 
population  is  given  as  31,150 — a decrease  of  335  compared  with 
1936.  This,  in  spite  of  a local  nett  increase  of  187  births  over 
deaths  during  1937,  is  the  figure  on  which  my  statistics  have  been 
based  in  the  following  tables,  and  shows  a continuing  loss  of 
population  by  migration,  over-balancing  the  natural  increase. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses. — Beginning  the  year  with  a total 
number  of  8,003  inhabited  houses,  new  buildings  amounted  to  223  ; 
but  against  these  were  deducted  the  demolition  of  97  unfit  houses 
and  two  for  road  improvements,  together  with  23  under  Sections 
11  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  leaving  us  with  8,104  houses — 
a nett  increase  of  101  for  the  year. 

Erection  of  houses  by  private  enterprise  showed  a decrease  of 
16,  but  the  continuance  of  your  Council  Building  Scheme  at  Win- 
latoD  provided  116  new  houses  there,  which,  with  26  built  at  Winlaton 
Mill  (to  re-house  tenants  displaced  under  the  local  demolitions), 
gave  a total  of  142  new  Council  houses,  compared  with  80  erected 
in  1936. 
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Rate  of  construction  during  the  last  six  years  is  as  follows  : — 


1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937 

Private  . 

. 17 

35 

90 

142 

97 

81 

U.D.C.  .. 

. 125 

54 

98 

24 

80 

142 

142 

89 

188 

166 

177 

223 

By  the  provision  of  the  smaller  type  of  2 and  3-roomed  bunga- 
lows it  is  hoped  that  accommodation  for  old  persons  and  those 
young  married  couples  who  have  never  had  a home  of  their  own  may 
be  soon  available,  but  the  demand  still  far  exceeds  the  present  supply. 


HOUSES  ERECTED. 


BY  PRIVATE 

DISTRICT.  BY  COUNCIL.  ENTERPRISE. 

Blaydon  8 — 5-roomed. 

2 — 4-roomed. 

10 — 3-roomed. 

Stella  6 — 4-roomed. 

Winlaton 14 — 5-roomed.  2 — 5-roomed. 

39 — 4-roomed. 

51 — 3-roomed. 

12 — 2-roomed. 

Winlaton  Mill 4 — 5-roomed.  46 — 3-roomed. 

10 — 4-roomed. 

12 — 3-roomed. 

High  Spen 1 — 3-roomed  and  shop. 

Hookergate 2 — 4-roomed. 

Chopwell  4— 3-roomed. 


Totals  142  houses.  + 81  houses  and  1 shop. 

= 223  houses  and  1 shop. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year  demolition  orders  were  made  on  twenty-seven 
houses,  undertakings  were  given  in  respect  of  seven  houses  that 
they  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human  habitation  after  vacation, 
and  the  owner  of  three  houses  who  was  served  with  Form  4 Notices 
under  the  Housing  Act  gave  an  undertaking  to  demolish  one  house 
and  make  two  fit.  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  two  houses,  the 
tenants  being  re-housed  by  the  Council  and  the  houses  closed.  Two 
houses  were  left  in  abeyance  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Ninety-seven  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year.  This 
number  includes  houses  dealt  with  in  previous  years,  but  which 
could  not  be  demolished  until  the  Council  found  alternative 
accommodation  for  the  tenants. 

The  four  Clearance  Areas,  Caledonia,  Cromwell  Place, 
Gardener’s  Square,  and  Jobling’s  Garth,  which  comprised  90  houses, 
on  which  the  Council  made  Clearance  Orders  on  31st  August,  1937, 
were  subject  to  a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  on  the  17th  November, 
1937. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Orders  had  not  been  confirmed,  but 
were  subsequently  confirmed  with  modifications. 

The  following  statistics  indicate  the  work  done  during  the 
year  1937. 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  hous- 

ing defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . 227 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 296 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 121 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 220 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 121 


(4)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   65 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  65 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a) — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs Nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners Nil. 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  Nil. 

(6) — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners  Nil. 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demohtion  Orders  were  made 27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demohtion  Orders 97 

(3)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  given  by  owners  that  houses  would 
cease  to  be  used  for  human  habitation  after  service 

of  Form  4 7 

(4)  In  abeyance  at  the  end  of  the  year  Form  4 served. . 2 

(d)  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil. 

OVERCROWDING. 

During  the  year  37  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reheved.  Of 
these  24  families  from  private  dwelhngs  were  removed  to  Council 
houses  ; four  cases  abated  through  effecting  exchanges  in  Council 
houses  ; four  by  removal  of  two  sub-tenants,  two  by  removal  of 
tenants  to  other  districts,  two  in  private  dwelhngs  through  reduc- 
tion in  families,  and  one  sub-tenant  in  Council  house  found  other 
accommodation. 
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(4)  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(а)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  945 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 945 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 4870' 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 2 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 37 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 154 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local' 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  Nil. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  desirable  to  report  : — 

Families  are  now  much  smaller  than  formerly,  and 
most  cases  of  overcrowding  are  due  to  tenants  sub- 
letting to  augment  their  income,  or  to  sub-tenants  unable 
to  find  accommodation  at  a suitable  rent. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — New  sewers  have  been  constructed  at — 

Burnop  Terrace,  Hookergate,  to  Hugar  Eoad,  High  Spen. 
At  Chopwell  Mill  (Cheeseman’s  Houses). 

Storm  overflow  sewer  at  Dene  Avenue,  Kowlands  Gill. 
Good  progress  is  being  made  with  new  filter-bed  scheme 
at  Lockhaugh. 

Streets  Made  up. — The  following  streets  have  been  made  up 
during  the  year  : — 

Completion  of  Streets  for  62  houses  at  High  Spen. 

Access  street  between  South  and  Lenin  Terraces,  Chopwell. 
Back  Mersey  and  Humber  Streets,  Chopwell. 

Back  Tay  Street. 

Back  Wansbeck  Street  (E.). 

Back  Thames  and  Wansbeck  Street. 

Back  Severn  and  Thames  Street. 

Back  Blyth  and  Severn  Street. 
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SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  Council’s  area,  with  the  exception  of 
Barlow,  Coalburns,  and  Sherburn  Green,  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour. 

At  Barlow  the  work  is  carried  out  by  a carting  contractor, 
and  at  Coalburns  and  Sherburn  Green  by  local  farmers. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  employed  on 
scavenging  six  horses,  four  ordinary  coup-carts,  one  2-wheeled 
pneumatic-tyred  coup-cart,  one  six  cubic  yard  4-wheeled  horse 
drawn  wagon,  one  2-ton  Bedford  wagon,  and  one  3-ton  Vulcan 
wagon.  On  February  1st  an  additional  3-ton  Vidcan  wagon  was 
purchased  and  commenced  operations. 

During  the  year  three  horses  were  shot,  one  retired  from  work, 
and  another  horse  was  purchased  in  September  at  a cost  of  £68. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  working  on  scavenging 
three  horses  and  horse-drawn  vehicles,  one  2-ton  Bedford  wagon 
and  two  3-ton  Vulcan  wagons.  The  Council’s  equipment  was 
insufficient  to  cope  with  the  work,  consequently  private  carts  and 
motor  wagons  were  engaged  on  occasions. 

There  were  16  permanent  men,  including  two  foremen,  employed 
throughout  the  year.  In  addition  50  men  each  received  10  weeks’ 
employment  and  some  others  received  odd  days. 

The  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily.  In 
the  west  part  of  the  district  all  ash-bins  are  emptied  twice  each 
week,  and  ash-closets  and  ashpits  once  each  week.  In  the  east  part 
of  the  di.3trict  the  majority  of  the  ashbins  are  emptied  twice  each 
week,  the  remainder,  together  with  ash-closets  and  ashpits,  once 
each  week. 

In  July  a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  into  the  proposed  pur- 
chase of  land  for  tipping  purposes  at  Blaydon  was  held,  to  which 
sanction  was  subsequently  received. 

An  improvement  has  been  effected  in  methods  of  disposal.  At 
Blaydon  and  Stampley  Moss  tips  controlled-tipping  is  in  operation, 
whilst  at  Spen  and  Chopwell  men  are  employed  on  the  tips  while 
refuse  is  being  deposited,  to  keep  the  tips  in  orderly  condition  and 
prevent  fires. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  requiring  the  conversion  of 
existing  closet  accommodation  of  the  conservancy  type  into  water 
closets,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  209  ashpit  privies  converted 
under  the  scheme  of  conversions  at  Chopwell,  only  one  other  ash- 
closet  was  converted  into  a water  closet. 
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Of  the  existing  conservancy  type  of  closet  almost  half  cannot 
l)e  dealt  with  owing  to  the  lack  of  efficient  means  of  treating  the 
sewage,  and  most  of  the  remainder  are  connected  with  houses  which 
require  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  conversions  from  the 
conservancy  system  to  water-carriage  system  during  the  last  ten 
years  ; — 


1928. 

1929. 

19.30. 

1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

Ashpit  Privies 
converted  into 
Water-closets  . 

62 

5 

26 

1 

1 

Nil. 

8 

Nil. 

Nil. 

209 

Ashclosets  con- 
verted into 
Water-closets  . 

15 

6 

780 

1,309 

23 

10 

9 

Nil. 

1 

1 

Total  number  of 
Water-closets 
in  District 

3,263 

3,485 

4,.389 

5,877 

6,030 

6,1.33 

6,337 

6,515 

6,689 

7,075 

Total  number  of 
Ashclosets  in 
District  

2,985 

2,940 

2,133 

786 

752 

726 

697 

692 

683 

605 

Total  number  of 
Ashpit  privies 
in  District  .... 

521 

513 

487 

486 

484 

484 

472 

469 

469 

255 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Inspections  of  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milkshops  were  made. 
Generally  the  premises  were  found  in  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 
Inspection  of  dairy  cattle  in  the  area  was  carried  out  by  the  Assis- 
tant County  Veterinary  Officer,  who  was  accompanied  by  a member 
of  the  Health  Department  Staff. 

The  Veterinary  Officer  reports  : — 

“ There  is  a steady  improvement  in  the  general  hygienic  con- 
ditions of  the  byres  and  dairies  in  this  district,  where  sampling  is 
regularly  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  with  encouraging 
results.  A fairly  good  class  of  cow  is  kept.” 

Only  26  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  The  small 
number  of  samples  taken  was  due  to  the  pressure  of  other  work 
on  the  Department. 
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Of  the  26  samples,  one  sample  was  tuberculin-tested  milk 
produced  outside  our  area  ; four  samples  were  accredited  milk, 
two  of  which  were  produced  within  our  area  and  two  outside  ; two 
samples  were  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  19  were  ordinary  milk.  Of 
the  19  samples  of  ordinary  milk,  15  were  produced  within  our  area 
and  four  outside. 

The  sample  of  tuberculin-tested  milk  and  three  samples  of 
the  accredited  milk  were  up  to  the  standard  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936.  The  remaining  sample  of  accredited 
milk  fell  below  the  standard,  in  so  far  as  coliform  bacillus  was  found 
in  -01  cc. 

Of  the  two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  one  contained  cohform 
bacillus  in  1 cc.,  and  in  the  other  the  total  number  of  micro-organisms 
per  cc.  exceeded  100,000.  Both  samples  were  below  standard. 

Of  the  four  samples  of  ordinary  milk  produced  outside  the 
area,  two  fell  below  standard  of  accredited  milk,  in  so  far  as  one 
contained  coliform  bacillus  in  -01  cc.,  and  the  other  in  -001  cc. 

Of  the  samples  of  ordinary  milk  produced  in  the  area,  two 
fell  below  the  standard  of  accredited  milk  ; in  one  coliform  bacillus 
was  found  in  -01  cc.,  and  in  the  other  the  total  count  of  micro- 
organisms per  cc.  exceeded  200,000. 

The  butter  fat  in  all  samples  varied  between  3-0  per  cent,  and 
5-0  per  cent.  None  fell  below  standard. 

The  non-fatty  solids  varied  between  S-iO  per  cent,  and  9-55 
per  cent.  Two  fell  below  standard  (8-40  per  cent,  and  8-45  per 
cent.). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  eight  whole- 
sale producers,  30  retail  producers,  and  45  retail  purveyors. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  two  applications  for  the 
renewal  of  Dealers’  Licences  and  one  for  the  renewal  of  Supple- 
mentary Licence  to  sell  milk  as  “ pasteurised  ” in  the  area  were 
made  and  granted. 

During  the  year  applications  for  a supplementary  licence  and 
a dealer’s  licence  to  sell  Tuberculin-Tested  milk  in  the  area  were 
made  and  granted. 

“ Accredited  Milk  ” is  being  produced  on  three  farms  within 
the  area. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  MEAT-SALES  SHOPS. 

Twelve  applications  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  premises 
as  slaughter-houses  were  made  and  granted.  These  were  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Cleansing  and  limewashing  is 
regularly  carried  out  in  compliance  with  the  bye-laws. 

Visits  were  made  to  meat-sales  shops,  and  these  were  found  to 
be  kept  in  clean  condition. 

Every  slaughter-house  was  visited  each  week  and  further  visits 
were  made  if  required  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  animal  carcases. 

The  following  quantity  of  meat,  found  diseased  or  unsound, 
was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  so  disposed  of  to  prevent  it  being 
used  for  the  food  of  man. 


For  Tuberculosis. 

Bovine  : — 5 whole  carcases  and  all  organs. 

28  heads  and  tongues. 

70  pairs  of  lungs. 

10  livers. 

Pigs  : — 2 whole  carcases  and  all  organs. 

22  heads. 

13  pairs  of  lungs. 

9 livers. 


For  other  Conditions  rendering  Meat  Unsound. 


Bovine  ; — 


Pigs  : — 


Sheep  : — 


3 heads  and  tongues  (Actinomycosis). 

552  lbs.  (43  whole)  livers  (Abscesses  and  parasitic). 
194  lbs.  (parts)  livers  (Parasitic). 

15  lbs.  beef  (Contaminated). 

26  pairs  of  lungs  (Congested  and  Parasitic). 

1 carcase  (Fevered  condition). 

6 livers  (Unsound). 

1 kidney  (Cystic). 

17  plucks  (Parasitic). 
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The  apjiended  table  shows  number  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned. 


Cattle, 
exclud- 
ing cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known)  

7 

1 

063 

Number  inspected 

1,006 

7 

1 

2,365 

663 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBER- 
CULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

46 

17 

27 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

4-57% 

•71% 

4-22% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

78 

1 

27 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

8-24% 

14-3% 

100% 

■■ 

4-37% 

With  regard  to  cattle  and  sheep  the  number  slaughtered  is 
approximately  the  same  as  inspected. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Visits  were  made  to  factories  and  the  Sanitary  Accommodation 
was  generally  found  satisfactory. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  district.  Occasional  visits 
were  made  and  the  premises  were  found  in  clean  condition. 
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PICTURE  HALLS. 

There  are  nine  picture  halls  in  the  district.  Generally  they 
were  found  in  clean  condition. 

Three  defects  to  water-closets  and  urinals  were  found  and 
these  were  remedied. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a new  hall  was  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

The  contract  with  Durham  County  Council  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  rats  at  the  Council’s  tips  and  sewage-works  was  renewed. 

Several  visits  have  been  made  to  the  tips  and  sewage-works 
and  private  property  and  poison  baits  laid  with  satisfactory  results. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

During  the  year  125  tenants  were  removed  from  unfit  houses 
on  to  the  Hallgarth  Estate  and  the  furniture  was  disinfested  at  the 
disinfestation  station  on  the  said  estate.  One  family  from  an 
unfit  house  was  re-housed  on  Bleach  Green  Estate  and  the  furniture 
disinfested. 

At  Winlaton  Mill  an  old  house  lent  by  the  Consett  Iron  Co. 
was  properly  sealed  and  the  furniture  and  bedding  of  25  families 
was  disinfested  before  removal  to  Council  houses. 

Nine  Council  houses  and  seven  private  houses  were  found  to 
be  infested  and  were  disinfested. 

The  method  adopted  is  fumigation,  the  work  being  carried  out 
by  officials  of  the  Health  Department. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA. 

Summary  of  Work  done  during  the  year  1937. 


Housing  : — 

Structural  defects  remedied 118 

Water  sendees  repaired 3 

Foul  conditions  (nuisances  abated) 17 

Drainage  : — 

New  drains  laid  and  tested  4 

New  soil  pipes  fixed  1 

New  vent  shafts  fixed 1 

Inspection  chambers  built 3 

New  gullies  fixed  3 

Defective  yard  paving  repaired 6 

Other  faults  31 
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Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 


Water-closets  defects  remedied 5 

Infectious  Disease  : — 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 315 

Number  of  schools  disinfected 6 

General ; — 

Slaughter  Houses 3 

Deposits  of  refuse  and  manure  (nuisances  abated)  2 

Picture  Halls  (nuisances  abated) 3 

Defective  Ashbins  replaced  55 

Eradication  op  Bed  Bugs  ; — 

Furnishing  and  belongings  of  families  disinfested  151 

Council  houses  disinfested  9 

Private  houses  disinfested 7 


Births. — The  Registrar’s  figure  of  559  showed  a decrease  of 
17  compared  with  that  in  1936,  and  is  the  lowest  total  since  1928, 
with  the  exception  of  1935.  Comprised  in  the  total  are  285  males 
and  245  females  (of  whom  22  were  illegitimate)  ; 29  children  (5-2 
per  cent.)  were  stillborn.  The  corrected  birth  rate  of  17-62  per 
1,000  shows  a slight  fall  on  that  of  the  previous  year  (Table  I.). 

Natal  rates  for  births  in  the  various  Wards  were  : — 


Blaydon  128,  equal  to  26-7  per  cent,  of  local  births. 

Winlaton 136  ,,  28-45  per  cent.  ,, 

Chopwell  127  ,,  26-6  percent.  ,, 

Victoria  Garesfield  . 84  ,,  17-1  per  cent.  ,, 

Stella  3 ,,  0-6  per  cent.  ,, 


The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15-50  per  1,000 
population. 

The  birth  rate  for  County  Durham  was  16-8  per  1,000 
population. 


Deaths. — Local  deaths  were  registered  of  167  male  and  127 
female  residents,  as  well  as  of  six  male  and  eight  female  non-residents. 
To  the  corrected  total  must  be  added  107  deaths  of  residents  not 
registered  in  the  District,  giving  a nett  deathrate  of  12-84 — the 
highest  of  the  quinquennium  (Table  I.). 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12-4  per  1,000 
population. 
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Death  rate  for  County  Durham  was  11-9  per  1,000  population. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  defined  as  : Cancer  42,  as 
against  40  in  1936  ; Organic  Heart  Disease  38  (19),  Apoplexy  32 
(28),  Pneumonia  27  (26),  Congenital  diseases  and  Premature  Birth 
28  (17)  ; Phthisis  21  (18). 

Maternal  Mortality. — Only  one  death  was  registered  from 
“ accidents  of  parturition,”  and  that  in  an  outside  Institution. 
As  there  were  559  confinements  during  the  year,  the  rate  was  only 
1-79  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  a rate  of  3-11  for  England 
and  Wales  and  4-68  for  County  Durham. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Midwives  Act,  with  its  provision  of 
skilled  nursing  of  maternity  cases,  should  reduce  the  abnormal 
risks  in  natal  cases. 

Death  Rate  from  Zymotic,  etc..  Diseases  per  1,000 
population : — 


BLAYDON  U.D.C. 

county. 

Enteric,  etc 

Nil. 

-004 

Scarlatina  

-06 

-018 

Diphtheria  

-54 

-24 

Measles  

Nil. 

-03 

Pertussis 

-06 

-035 

Diarrhoeal  

-15 

•11 

Phthisis 

-67 

•55 

Other  Tubercular  . . . 

-13 

•14 

Acute  respiratory  . . . 

1-92 

1-02 

All  zvmotic 

-66 

•44 

Infant  Mortality. — Deaths  were  registered  of  46  infants  dying 
within  the  area  and  eight  beyond  it  (compared  with  a total  of  45  in 
the  previous  year),  giving  a rise  of  infantile  mortahty  from  81-76 
to  100-19  per  1,000  births  (Table  I.).  This  was  mainly  due  to  an 
increase  of  premature  births,  etc.,  from  17  to  28  ; no  other  specific 
causes  except  broncho-pneumonia  (3)  and  pertussis  (3)  showing 
any  increase,  but,  nevertheless,  it  was  the  highest  rate  .since  1931. 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  58  per  1,000  births. 

Rate  for  County  Durham,  69-75  per  1,000  births. 


16 


Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Clinics  are  held  at ; — 

Blaydon Tuesday,  9-30  a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  Sunlight  treatment. 

Tuesday,  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m.,  Children  up  to  2 years. 

Friday,  9-30  a.m.  to  11  a.m..  Sunlight  treatment. 

Friday,  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m..  Expectant  Mothers  one 
week.  Post-natal  next  week. 

Alternate  Wednesdays,  Children  2 to  5 years,  9-30 
a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

WiNLATON Tuesdays,  9-30  a.m.  to  11  a.m..  Children. 

Tuesdays,  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m.,  alternate  weeks. 
Children  or  Ante-natal. 

Rowlands  Gill  Wednesdays,  9-30  a.m.  to  11  a.m..  Children. 

Wednesdays,  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m..  Children  or  Ante- 
natal. 

Chopwell Wednesdays,  9-30  a.m.  to  11  a.m..  Children  or  Ante- 

natal. 

Wednesdays,  1-30  p.m.  to  3 p.m.,  children,  weekly. 


During  the  year  attendances  at  the  various  Centres  run  by  the 
County  Council  Staff,  with  the  help  of  local  ladies’  voluntary  com- 
mittees, were  : — 


No.  on 

Attend- 

Con- 

Books. 

ances. 

sultations. 

Blaydon Expectant 

Mothers  . 

. 113 

379 

379 

Babies  .... 

. Ill 

1,072 

1,028 

Children  . . . 

. 294 

883 

836 

Chopwell Expectant 

Mothers  . 

. 84 

260 

260 

Babies  .... 

. 88 

891 

885 

Children  . . . 

. 229 

700 

694 

Rowlands  Gill.  . Expectant 

Mothers  . 

. 77 

317 

317 

Babies  . . . . 

. 84 

861 

852 

Children  . . . 

. 245 

1,011 

1,005 

WiNLATON Expectant 

Mothers.  . 

. 64 

239 

239 

Babies  . . . . 

. 79 

727 

714 

Children  . . . 

. 248 

1,193 

1,177 
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Sunlight  Treatment. 

No.  of  Patients  No.  of  Treat-  No.  of  Se.ssions  Average  No. 
treated.  ments  given.  held.  per  Session. 

Blaydon  . . . 496  4,709  9S  49 

During  the  last  six  months  of  the  previous  year  treatment  was 
given  to  281  patients,  who  made  2,127  attendances. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  number  notified  rose  from 
360  to  407,  mainly  due  to  the  continuance  of  the  prevailing  Diphtheria 
outbreak.  Except  for  this  disease,  and  a slight  increase  in  Scarlatina, 
other  infectious  diseases  showed  a decrease.  Of  the  304  cases  of 
diseases  usually  admitted  to  Normans  Riding  Hospital,  296  were 
isolated  there — 97-3  per  cent. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  44  beds  was  at 
times  severely  overtaxed,  but  a .start  with  the  new  Hospital  was 
promised  in  the  early  part  of  1938  and  completion  was  expected  to 
take  some  18  months  ; meanwhile  the  pressure  was  reduced  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  as  epidemics  decreased. 

Smallpox. — No  ca.ses  have  been  notified  .since  April,  1928. 

Enteric,  etc. — No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  an  occur- 
rence which  has  only  had  precedents  in  1929  and  1934,  since  the 
Notification  Act  was  adopted  locally  on  January  1st,  1924. 

Diphtheria. — The  wide-spread  epidemic  existing  in  the  Derwent 
Valley  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  also  affected  our  area,  the 
monthly  notifications  gradually  increasing  from  five  in  April  to  a 
maximum  of  45  in  November,  the  type  of  disease  also  being  more 
kevere.  Compared  with  1936,  the  number  of  cases  notified  rose 
from  118  to  174,  and  the  mortality  from  2 to  17  deaths. 

Immunisation  was  continued  regularly  at  the  four  Welfare 
Centres,  and,  I beheve,  both  reduced  the  incidence  and  mortality 
among  young  children,  though  one  fatal  case  occurred  in  one  family 
insu.sceptible  to  immunisation. 

In  Rowlands  Gill,  Chopwell  and  Spen  Wards,  where  the  epidemic 
was  most  pronounced,  the  County  School  Medical  Officer  visited 
schools,  with  a view  to  help  me  to  trace  carriers. 

Once  more  I must  emphasi.se  that  those  children  suspected 
who  had  early  administration  of  serum  did  best  in  hospital,  and 
your  Council  keep  on  hand  a free  and  plentiful  supply  of  this  serum 
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for  the  use  of  local  practitioners.  In  view  of  the  excessive  mortality, 
I sent  throat  membrane  from  local  cases  to  the  research  laboratories, 
hoping  to  find  a specific  serum  with  more  satisfactory  results,  and  was 
informed  that  the  type  was  a true  virulent  K.L.B.,  which  was  causing 
many  deaths  elsewhere. 

In  spite  of  prompt  hospital  treatment,  the  mortahty  rate  of 
all  cases  was  10-2  per  cent. 


Scarlatina. — There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified  during  1937,  from  115  to  127,  mainly  in  Winlaton,  Black- 
ball Mill,  and  Spen  Wards  ; other  locahties  showing  a decrease. 
Deaths  occurred  of  two  cases,  from  complications. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — This  disease  became  directly  notifi- 
able by  medical  practitioners  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
who  now  advises  later  the  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  cases 
occurring  in  their  areas. 

Cases  fell  from  10  to  3,  and  no  permanent  eye  injury  was  noted 
in  babies  affected. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. — For  the  second  year  since  1930  no 
cases  were  notified  in  your  area. 


Tuberculosis. — There  was  a slight  increase  in  notifications  of 
the  pulmonary  type,  from  27  to  30,  but  non-pulmonary  cases  fell 
from  22  to  17.  Owing  to  the  increase  in  chest  cases  in  Chopwell 
Ward  the  Health  Visitors  carried  out  a special  investigation  of 
individual  houses  infected,  to  ascertain  whether  cases  were  among 
new-comers  or  old  residents,  with  the  result  that  family-tendency 
appeared  to  be  the  main  cause,  one  family  producing  four  fresh 
cases  during  the  year. 

Deaths  from  the  pulmonary  type  rose  from  18  to  21,  and  from 
other  types  from  two  to  4. 


Local  statistics  for  the  last  seven  years  are  - 


1931. 

1932. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935. 

1936.  1937 

Notifications  . 

. 48 

70 

49 

51 

40 

49 

47 

Deaths 

. 35 

25 

23 

23 

26 

20 

25 

From  the  eastern  wards,  walking-cases  are  seen  on  AVednesdays 
by  the  County  T.B.  Medical  Officer  at  Whickham  Clinic,  more  severe 
cases  are  visited  by  him  and  the  Health  Visitors  at  their  homes. 
Similar  arrangements  for  cases  in  the  western  wards  are  carried  out 
by  the  T.B.  Clinic  at  Consett. 
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The  Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham  Joint  T.B.  After-Care 
Committee  provide  extra  nourishment  and  clothing  for  necessitous 
cases  before  and  after  Sanatorium  treatment,  as  well  as  funds  towards 
home-help  where  relatives  are  unable  properly  to  nurse  home-cases. 
Disinfection  of  all  houses  infected  is  done  whether  death  or  removal 
to  Sanatorium  occurs. 


Tuberculosis  Age  Periods. 


Age  Periods. 

Deaths. 

New 

Cases. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

. , 

5 

. . 

, , 

5 

• •• 

10  

. . 

1 

2 

1 

15  

1 

1 

*1 

3 

, , 

2 

1 

20  

*1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

• •- 

25  

3*1 

2*2 

*1 

2 

4 

4 

35  

2 

1 

*i 

3 

4 

, , 

45  

1*1 

2 

3 

55  

1*1 

2*1 

3 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards 

* • 

Totals  . . 

8*4 

6*3 

1*1 

*2 

i 

16 

14 

11 

6 

* Including  deaths  in  outside  Institutions. 


RATEABLE 

LOCAL 

INC.  COUNTY 

Id. 

TOTAL  ACTUAL 

VALUE. 

RATE. 

RATE. 

RATE. 

INCOME. 

1934  . . . 

£105,408 

9/- 

6/7 

9/- 

V- 

£402-5 

£85,525 

1935  . . . 

£108,389 

9/- 

6/7 

9/- 

7/6 

£400 

£88,526 

1936  ... 

£110,206 

9/6 

Ijl 

9/6 

7/6 

£402 

£94,043 

1937  ... 

£112,734 

9/6 

7/2 

9/6 

7/2 

£415 

£95,071 
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The  following  are  the  approximate  numbers  of  unemployed 
persons  in  the  various  districts  ; — 

BLAYDON.  WINLATON.  ROWLANDS  GILL.  CHOPWELL.  SPEN. 

430  322  230  380  80 

On  P.A.C.  Lists  : — 

Eastern  Area — 1,241  persons. 

Western  Area — 460  persons. 

Your  Sanitary  Staff  consists  of  myself  as  part-time  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  with  Mr.  Taylor  P.  Veitch,  A.R.S.I.,  Senior  Sani- 
tary Inspector,  Mr.  George  E.  Renwick,  A.R.S.I.,  and  Mr.  Wilson 
Joyce,  A.R.S.I.,  Junior  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

To  the  above  I wish  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  for  valuable 
help  during  1937,  as  well  as  to  the  Surveyor  and  Rating  Department, 
for  the  statistics  herein  detailed. 


Yours  obediently, 

HOWARD  MORRISON, 

B.Hy.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1937  and  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Gases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  Year  1937. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Tot 

e.g. 

al  cases 
Parish 

notified  in  each  local 
or  Ward  of  the  Distric 

ty 

t. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  hospital. 

At  all  ages. 

Blaydon,  Stella, 
Derwenthaugh. 

Winlaton, 
Winlaton  Mill, 
Barlow. 

Rowlands  Gill, 

Highfield, 

Garesfield. 

Chopwell. 

Spen. 

Blackball  Mill, 

Milkwell  Burn. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup)  . . 

174 

8 

21 

51 

44 

45 

5 

173 

Erysipelas  

23 

4 

4 

4 

1 

10 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

127 

16 

46 

28 

3 

21 

13 

119 

Enceph.  Lethargica  .... 

Enteric  Fever  

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Pneumonia 

30 

8 

5 

1 

9 

7 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  

„ Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

30 

8 

5 

4 

12 

1 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  

17 

4 

2 

2 

6 

1 

2 

Totals 

407 

50 

85 

91 

76 

85 

20 

296 

Joint  Isolation  Hospital — Norman’s  Riding,  (34  beds. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1937. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages 
of  Residents  whether  occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

At  all  ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 

under  2. 

2 and 

under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

Dysentery 

Enteric  Fever  

Smallpox  

Measles  

Scarlatina  

2 

1 

1 

Pertussis  

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

17 

2 

15 

Influenza  

6 

1 

4 

1 

Erysipelas. . . . 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonarj'  Tuberculosis)  . . 

14*7 

2 

8*4 

4*3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

1*3 

1*1 

*2 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease .... 

34*8 

3 

11*4 

20*4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

*1 

*1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  

29*9 

4*1 

12*8 

13 

Bronchitis 

11*3 

5 

1 

2 

3*3 

Pneumonia  (all  Forms) 

20*7 

7*3 

3 

1*1 

3*2 

1*1 

5 

Other  acute  Respiratory 

Diseases 

2*1 

*1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

6*1 

5 

1 

*1 

Appendicitis  

1*1 

*1 

1 

Liver  Cirrhosis  

Epilepsy  

Nephritis  

13*8 

1 

1*1 

3*3 

8*4 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

2*1 

2 

*1 

Congenital  DebiUty  and  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre- 

mature  Birth  

24*4 

24*4 

Accidents 

7*13 

1*2 

2*1 

1*2 

2*3 

2*3 

*2 

Suicides 

2*3 

1 

1*2 

*1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

15*17 

2*1 

*1 

*4 

6*7 

7*4 

1 11 -defined  and  Old  Age,  etc.  . 

56*14 

*1 

56*13 

Apoplexy 

27*5 

1 

9*3 

17*2 

Diabetes  

*1 

*1 

294 

46 

1 

7 

19 

6 

26 

57 

132 

*107 

*8 

*1 

*2 

*1 

*6 

*19 

*37 

*33 
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* Deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the  district. 


BLAYDON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ADMITTED  TO  ISOLATION 
HOSPITALS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Disease. 


Cases  admitted  to  hospital. 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . . . . 
Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . . , 
Acute  Polioencephalitis  , 

Dysentery 

Chickenpox 

Measles  


Nil. 

110 

175 

2 observation. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 

7,  and  5 nursing  mothers 
1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 

1 


STATEMENT  SHOWING  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 
IN  THE  URBAN  AREA  OF  BLAYDON, 

31st  December,  1937. 


District. 

No.  of 
Houses, 
31/12/36. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Demo- 
lished 
in  pur- 
suance of 
Sect.,  11 
H.A., 
1936. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Closed 
in  pur- 
suance of 
Sect.,  11 
H.A., 
1936. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Closed 
in  pur- 
suance of 
Sect.,  12 
H.A., 
1936. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Demo- 
lished 
for  Road 
Im- 
prove- 
ments. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Erected 
and 
Occu- 
pied, 
1937. 

Total 
No.  of 
Houses, 
31/12/37. 

Blaydon  

2,069 

25 

9 

4 

20 

2,051 

Stella .-. 

181 

2 

6 

185 

Winlaton 

1,812 

35 

i) 

i 

118 

1,885 

Barlow  

73 

1 

72 

High  Spen  . . . 

701 

i 

3 

703 

Rowlands  Gill 

749 

2 

1 

, 

746 

Victoria  Gares- 
tield  and  High 
field 

496 

496 

Lintzford  .... 

24 

24 

Chop  well 

1,355 

4 

1,359 

Blackhall  Mill 

272 

272 

Winlaton  Mill  . 

271 

32 

72 

311 

Totals  . . . . 

8,003 

97 

18 

5 

2 

223 

8,104 

